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A message from our Music lead:

Music is around us within our day-to-day lives and it is something | am extremely passionate about. It
provides opportunities to be creative, express ourselves in different ways through songs and playing
instruments, and supports emotional well-being. Music is a language that everyone can understand
and enjoy.

Our philosophy for music education is based on the principle that it should be fun and engaging. Music is
creative and a shared language for all. It is our ambition that children should have a range of musical
experiences which is founded in the belief that music enriches individuals as well as our wider
community.

The teaching of music at Darlinghurst Academy encourages the development of musical skills and
activities allowing children to create, explore and perform. The progression of musical skills is woven
through interrelated dimensions of music in a practical way.

Lessons take children on a musical journey from warm up activities to listening, singing, playing,
improvising, composing and performing. Children learn musical styles, instruments, vocabulary and
notation which they use and apply in lessons.

‘Charanga Musical School’ is a multi-award-winning scheme that meets the National Curriculum
requirements and supports the ambition for music by the DFE.

Our scheme of work has been created through the scheme builder to create our unique learning
pathways, combining charanga resources including content from schemes, freestyle resources, song
banks and instrumental courses. The creative tools are used in upper key stage 2 such as Yu Studio for
digital music technology. Links to writing for enjoyment are planned with song writing (lyrics). We are
highly aware of the health benefits of music and how it builds self-confidence and supports emotional
well-being, hence this is incorporated within our DA scheme with focused units linked to well-being and
mindfulness. Assemblies enhance this further in our assemblies using, ‘Assemblies Alive’ from Star Shine.
Each assembly song has an engaging story that captures the children’s attention through thought-
provoking points for reflection and discussion.

Our chosen instruments are voice and the glockenspiel. They are used within the units with additional
focus units on playing the glockenspiel in Lower Key stage 2. Children within this phase also engage in
music programmes with the local music hub with the aim that children should learn to play an instrument.
The instruments are: glockenspiels and recorders.

Music is also part of academy life with music festivals, clubs, choir, band and music tuition that supports
children in developing their creativity and musical talents. Children also engage in theatre workshops
and have opportunities to increase their cultural capital.

PE (dance) lessons also allow children to develop their improvisation skills as they create sequencings
and dance routines.

Engagement in music festivals, events and community performances are undertaken across the year
including key events such as; the Infant and Junior Musical Festival, Young Voices, Dance festivals,
Cheer Squad performances and all things Christmas! We are planning a drumming band too.




Music lessons ensure that children engage in music lessons that develop a love of music, self-confidence,
creativity and a sense of achievement. Engagement with music means that they are able to listen and
appreciate music as an art form and a way to support well being; as well as the development of music
as a discrete skill.

Children are able to listen, sing, play, improvise, compose and perform. They develop these skills from
Reception to Year six with clear progression in each area. Children and staff work within their musical
milestone which gives an outline of the skills and knowledge that they will acquire each year.

They learn to sing and use their voice and how to play a tuned percussion instrument (Glockenspiel.

In key stage one they also use ‘Boomwhackers’ and percussion instruments. By the fime children are in
Upper key stage 2 they use digital technology to advance their skills.

As an outcome, children learn to sing and play musically with increased confidence and control. They
use their voices and play glockenspiels with increased accuracy and expression. They recognise and use
musical notation with a steady beat. Their development of the interrelated dimensions is progressive
across the ages with advanced understanding and application of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo,
timbre, texture and structure.

They enjoy the songs that they sing and develop an understanding of musicians and the history of music.




Not only do we provide local opportunities to our children but also we offer them the chance to take
part in some bigger musical events. These opportunities consist of taking part in local musical festivals
with other schools in the local area and being part of Young Voices. Connections with the music hub —
music on sea allows children to engage in workshops and access to wider music.

Connections with the Caedmon Company has also exposed over 100 children to developing their
creativity and confidence through workshops in school and on the stage, locally and in the West End
increasing their cultural capital.

Music Tuition supports those who wish to learn a chosen instrument: piano, guitar, drums with a personal
tutor. Weekly sessions allow children to progress their talents including successful completion of exams.

By the end of each key stage children

KST
e Use voices — songs, rhymes, chants
e Play tuned / untuned instruments
e Listen and understand a range of music
e Sounds using interrelated dimensions of music

KS2
e Increase confidence/control
e Create music through compositions and manipulating ideas
e Play/perform with increasing control
e Improvise and compose using inter-related dimensions
e Listen with attention to detail
e Use musical notation — theory
e Appreciate and understand range of music
e Develop history of music
e Develop digital music/technology

‘Achieving Excellence Together’

Useful websites
WWww,SinQup,org
Www,charanga.com
WWW.musiconseqa.co.uk



http://www.musiconsea.co.uk/

