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Every Thursday in term time – Tiny Tiddlers - 8.50am – 10.30am

Tuesday 26th – Friday 29th November – Book Fair

Wednesday 27th November – Individual and sibling photographs ​

Friday 29th November – PTA Christmas Fayre

Friday 13th December – Year 6 Cake Sale

Friday 20th December – Last day of term – 1.30pm collection – no

after school provision

Monday 6th January 2025 – Academy open

Around the academy there is a buzz as we are busy preparing

for Christmas!! Please keep checking Keeping in Touch and

SchoolPing for information on key dates over the next few weeks.

SAVE THE DATE

CHRISTMAS AT DARLINGHURST
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Dear parents and carers,

This week I have been blown away by the confidence and

determination shown by ALL of our children!

MESSAGE
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I have been invited to a year 5 writing class where the children

displayed their love of being creative. I saw how confidently the

children spoke to our governors about how they are taught

maths at the academy and showed their work with pride. Finally,

the year 3 & 4 dodgeball team returned victorious and were

declared the champions of 2024!
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Well done everyone! I am so proud of the children, and I am sure

you are too.

This week was Road Safety Week.

INSTAGRAM
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In assembly I shared that Road Safety has been included in

assemblies in schools and on TV for decades.
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I shared a clip of the Green Cross Code – A lesson in Crossing the

road from 1975 when I was born and then a song I still remember

from a special school assembly in the 80’s. The assembly

continued with videos across the decades. The children enjoyed

the videos and staff became nostalgic.



Green Cross Code 3Green Cross Code 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLeK1LKZKiI


well

I wonder what your Road Safety video was?
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We watched the Hedgehogs – two classics: King of the road and

Stayin’Alive with their special message – STOP, LOOK, LISTEN, LIVE.



Road Safety Hedgehogs - Stop Look Listen Listen LiveRoad Safety Hedgehogs - Stop Look Listen Listen Live

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWTEpBzdjxQ
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How Far We've Come | THINK! Road SafetyHow Far We've Come | THINK! Road Safety

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSWKncPotnQ


Now it is our turn to talk to the next generation!

Talk about the Green Cross Code at home
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Here are some games your children can play:

Early Years & KS1

Be bright be seen game – THINK!

Ted’s Tumble – THINK!

https://www.think.gov.uk/resource/be-bright-be-seen-game/
https://www.think.gov.uk/resource/teds-tumble/
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KS2
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Game: Take The Lead – THINK!

Complete the challenge: POSTER Design, song, or rhyme!

I would love to set a creative challenge for children and parents

to create a new Green Cross Code message. It can be a poster

like the one below or a jingle or ditty!

Please share your creations via email to:

generalenquiries@darlinghurstacademy.org.uk subject: Green

Cross Code

As always, enjoy your family time together.

Mrs Nicholls

https://www.think.gov.uk/resource/take-the-lead-game/






Another busy few weeks for sports and has seen our Football,

Dodgeball and our brand new Goalball teams in action. First up

were the Goalball team. Goalball is a Paralympic sport where all

players wearing blindfolds try to roll a ball (with bells inside) into

the oppositions goal. Being visually impaired means the children

must tune into their other senses to compete. Our children did this

brilliantly and for their first time entering, represented our school

fantastically. Finishing in the top half of the final table.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

PE AND SPORTS NEWS
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Next up were two of our Y3-4 Football teams. They visited Our

Lady of Lourdes after school for a match in very cold conditions.

One of our teams won 7-1 whilst the other lost 4-1. Our children,

as always, played with respect for each other, the opposition

and the referee’s.
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Finally, our Y3-4 dodgeball team were in action in a borough

wide competition. There were 22 schools in total competing to

win the championship shield. Our team got off to a great start

winning their first two games and this momentum continued

throughout the day with them making their way to the final! The

final itself against Bournemouth Park was a very close game with

both teams taking a game each and taking it to a final decider.

With balls flying everywhere and our children dodging, dipping,

and diving their way throughout the game the decisive moment

came when Cooper hit one of their players in the dying seconds

to win our team the championship shield. It will now take pride of

place with our many other dodgeball trophies!
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Well done to all involved. We are very proud of you all.

AUTUMN RECOMMENDED READS
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We are very excited to have our very own Hungry Cupboard

which has taken up residency in the front office. This is to help us

continually support the work of the SVP food bank.

Mr Cauchi (Centre Manger) explained why the cupboard is so

important to our local community, “We invite the children to take

part in our Hungry Cupboard Campaign and join us on our

mission of ending poverty in the city of Southend-On-Sea. Our

vision is a world where everyone in Southend has access to food,

where our children understand the problems of homelessness

and poverty, and where we can empower our children and

local community to help those that need it most.”

Over the next few weeks, the cupboard will be travelling around

the classrooms to tell the story of how it came to be born.

Donations will be greatly received by the Hungry Cupboard at

any time, it will be living in the front office waiting to be filled or

the children can bring donations into class.

Tea and Talks provide an informal approach for parents and staff

to come together to talk about the curriculum and how to

support children in their learning. The sessions attended provide

information on curriculum content and approach, they also

provide the opportunity for parents to form friendships and

parent networks.

Dates for Tea and Talk throughout this academic year are

available on our website, invitations will be sent prior to the

events via SchoolPing.
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As the weather has turned colder, please ensure that your child

comes to school wearing a coat. We are seeing a number of

children outside who are not wearing items to keep them warm.

Please ensure all items are labelled so we can return it should

they be misplaced. Thank you for your support.

School photographs will be taken during the school day on

Wednesday 27th November. Please ensure that your child comes

to school on this day in their full school uniform. For those children

attending sport competitions on this day, please refer to the

letter sent home about if your child needs to come to school

wearing their uniform or if they should bring it to change into.

Sibling photographs, of school age children, will be taken after

school. Please collect your child at normal pick-up time and

queue by the side gate along the front of the academy. Please

do not block the side gate entrance.

The Book Fair will be returning to the academy on Tuesday 26th

November – Friday 29th November. This will be held from 3.15pm

each day in the main hall. The Book Fair will also be available

during the Christmas Fayre. This is a card only event.
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